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OF ENGUNtK - 



« I Icipk upon my ftoman Catholte Bfrethren^ ait fellow- fubjeai an^.-fe}> 
low. Chriftians, beliews in the lame God, and partners ij^ tie faiqe raiie«ip» 
tioB... Sgccuiative_ differgnrts in fome poin^ of faiW^ with me are of nd 
•ccoantL Tbej^and I bare but one teligioni— theje>%ion otf Chtiftiahitj* 
Therefore, As children of the fame father,.^8 travellers in the fame road -- 
and feekcrs of the faide falvation, >iy not love each other as brothers* ' 
It is no P'^'Mf Protefijinigi to profecute .Catholic*; ,and without juf^ice ^ 
tbeCrthofeft, ftfert^W tfe lio fecd^Jf^ rorihe i^rotijllkut eftahliZent • 
as to frkn* th^tfefoite, to thcf.petAfeehteybf this eftabMrtft^iftt, to tl» 
probity ^f the-fiophtryifanAth^ ji^ttfeii» tojuiy CaUioKcB^direiL T 
ftall cheerfully give my vote that the BiU b« committed;** , , r 

i" • 1 

fixtraaof the Bidiopjipf iOUahiVSpAeeli intftf Hwnfe<J>f LiSj^J 
- 13th of March 1793, on tfa» AiU for tbfe rditjf «f K, M^etfr'^ 
' Xlomai^CatboUcful9«as^ tc :> -^ ,^\ 



l»rinte<i by Liilte Hanfard |c ^90^ 
l^of Ktati^ig, Bra|im,.& .Co, Duke^ttcet, OrofYenw Sqnite j Biwfe,^ ^ 
FaMw, Bond^e«t ;12i<^ay, PiccudlUyj ^udd^ Pall- • 
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I. 

Laws, paft againfl; Roman catholics fince the 



Reformation 



• 



1. For exerciGng their Kli^iaas^orf)t|y rp Y'T f^-\ - - - - - p. #»> 
f . For not conforming (• tie eftkbm&ed'tThiiTcfb i- - - • • . 5-. 



9. For refufing to take the oath of fupremacj ; the declaration 
againfl tranfabdantiationr and the declaration againft 
popery - - - -3 i^t- V*Z W. VA- .---.- r. 

4. By the Corporation A€t, 13 Car. S. .....-.-- 9. 
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Lstws imft for their relief: 
«i.»i<3«oi.3d:-ec3*.-- I* v-'^M : .- i. .^■:i- ■.•'^-'-'^ 1;^--" 1*'  

.,1 ', . • HI Tip ^u" 1' :«'  ♦• ;i -•■' ^ - 

! ' i . ^ftifWfii. ^ l?*tfe wiii^t»fia«e^q iByQuwqdot by.3 SUMnaB : 
■' fi ii'«d»iic3 iaoj ««kife^e!ife^ -oft theSr- "f^Kgiow 
' * ' princit«es-:- • --^ »^ ^^^ ^"^' '«^' - ^" ' " ^ ''"^ '<-"'• ' ' 

% I}sftffli*t$«*iBl^fl«^^'^'**-^*^"** '*'' "* '* "*' V. . - - 1?, 
5. ' . ' - & on their prefenttng to advowi*^. -.»•..-«.*•• ib. 

4. Obilradions to their receiving the benefit of the anaual A& 

of Indemnity --*•---•------ 18. 

5. Reftraints 00 their iSilEil^ {irdrnfiohs'lurlliemtniftersof the^^ • 

religion - --------------- JO. 

6. Their embarraflmente in,C(gifecjuf^c« ,*!/^r*^?'^ ^j'^IIW ^^ " '*>• 
y. Extreme penaltiil" w w1)ic6'Bom8n catholic foldiers are fiib* 

,|^l^y3thaii&tid«/aftWa#'-y-^*^ -'^-rA '-/"^ - •- -* si: 

J. SingaU|fi.Ha;afluj[l* io^ttiiicefpie^ «f^ TrifK Mdiers, -When the 

fervicft.tiAMi tiw^ jto. EllgUqd,* b]*4M#ftttlM^ 

His Majefty's dominionf out o f i i n land ... ^ . - St. 
APPENDIX ..-i^^i* . ^ . . . n * aS, 
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H 1ST ORI<i>A L^^A«OOFNT 
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»OM AN C ATHOLIOS; 

> # 

 .•••!••;!••' I * .' '. •/ •  •  * • i 

T MlCf ri: - M . .' •• J • f • . "•:. ^ 

-W Ol) ' . 'M  '. . .'';.!• • . ; 

fnpl H E following Statem<6i»; mkyhet^SiiA 

; I. Sonie account of the kws^ wfaidiifindt 
tb^ Reforknatidn, have Be^ paft agiftinft the 
Jloman catholics : « . ; 

. II* • Some account of the. effeA and .opera* 
t[ion of the lawS| which have been paft, iincir 
theaoceiiion of his Majefty's^ family to th^ 
^rone of England, for the relief of Roman 
catholics: 

' in. Ab^foitie acdountof thepenkll^^ 
iki^^eik& rf Which is felt by Roman caflifcK 
KttSi but the effea of which is not fek b^ 
Froteftant DiflfeAtet^. . ^ 

^ A 2 I. With 
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I. 



With respect to the laws, which, 

f ip(C]^ TftZ ^fA^fLTlO}i] Of ,XHJft CtUtCR 

OF England from the church of 
Rome, at the ti^b ^f the Reforma- 
tion, HAVE BEEN PAST AGAINST THOSE^ 
WHO REMAI^D/^tf COMMUNION WITH 

THE SEE OF RoME,^ — the laws Rgainft them 
may be reduced under five heads : — 

1. 1 . Th E firft, are thofe, whichfubjeded them 
to penalties ai^'pHfiifhMentsJor iexWc^n^ their 
religious worjhip; — under which head,, may 
be ranked, the laws refpe&ing their placet 
of education, an<l- tfie -minifters of their 
church. By thefe laws, if any Englilh prieft 
of the church of Rome, bom in the domi- 
pJM^a of the Qrotwn of Eaglaed, camis t^ £f g^ 
land from beyond the feas, or tai^ried^kin 
England three days, without conforming to 
theichiiidi, he was guilty of high tr^ail^n ; 
aiid'thofe incurred the guilt of high treafon, 
who were reconciled to the fee of Rome,' ojr 
procured others to be reconciled to it. By 
thefe laws alfo, papifts were fetaily difabled 
from giving their children any educatibn in 
their own religion ; for, if they educated their 
childrto at hom^, theit, for maintainitig' the 
fchoolmafter, if he did not repair to church, or 
was not allowed by the biihop of the dipmfe, 
they were liable to forfeit £. lo^ aiaonth,,aii4 
thp Ichoolmafter was liable to forfeitforty (hil- 
lings a day ; and if they feAjt their children fpc 
. , educatioii 
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educ&ikm to iany fchool of dieir perittafioai 
abroad, they were liable to forfeit ^.loo. and 
.the childrea fa fent were difabled from in-^ 
heriting, purchafmg or enjoying any land% 
profits, goodsi debts, duties, legacies, or films 
of money .—^Saying mais was punifhable by a 
Iprfeitiire of 200 marks : hearing it, by a for- 
feiture of 100. See 1 Eliz. ch. 2-. 23 Eli^ 
ch. 1. 27 Eliz. ch. 2. 29 Eliz. -ch. 6. 35 
£Uz.ch.^. 2Jac. i.ch. 4. 3 Jac. 1. ch. 4,5* 
7 Jac i.'di. 6. 3 Car, 1. ch. 2. 25 Car. a* 
ch, 2, 7 8c,8 W, 3, ch. 37, 1 Geo. u 
ch. 13, ' . ) 

r .iL..ja.. Under the fecond head, were tbofe 
law«, which puniflied the Engliih communi- 
cants with the church of Rome fw not con^ 
forming to the efiablijhtd church. Thefe are 
g«:ierally.called the Statutes of Recufancy. It 
&ouId be obfefved, .that, abfence from churchy 
alone, and unaccompanied by any other nSt,. 
c<^itate8 recuiancy, in the true fenfe of that 
word. Till the %tute of the 35 Eliz. chap. 2. 
all nonconformifis were confidered as recu- 
fants, and were all equally fubje6); to the pe- 
nalties of recufancy : that ftatute was the firfi; 
penal ftatute made againft popiih recufants^ 
by that name, and as diftinguiihed from 
other recaiants. From that ftatute arofe the 
4iftiiM^on between proteftant and popiih 
recmiants; the former were fubjedl to fuch 
fbitates of recufancy, as preceded that of the 
35th' of queen Elizabeth, and to fome ftatutet ' 
againft recufancy, made fubfequently to that 
time ; but they were relieved from them, all, 

by 



WiUkm's reign. From the 35th EKzi. ch: d. 

•arbfe alfo ibc diftindiiosi^ between papi^^ 

^uid perfons profeiling tbe popiih religioi^ 

Ibid popiih reculknts^ and popifli recuifantit 

cotivii^. Notwithftanding the frequfent itieii-> 

ticm in the fiatutes,- ol* papiftt and peifdns 

profeffing the popiih religion, neitlier ^t 

^tutes themfelvesy ncvr.the caibs. adjudgied 

npaa them, prefent & clear notion df the ^k 

odr citcumilances that,^ in the ^e 0f thef lave; 

caooftitttted a.jpop^^ of.a.ftrjhu'prftfejfi^^t 

popi/h religion. When a perfon of thW de^ 

ftri|>tioa ^.bfented himfelf fnnhrvdbutch, he 

filled the legal deicription of a popi/h recvi 

Jant: 'When he waft convi<5led ift a ooixTt of 

law of absenting himfelf from church, he waff . 

termed in the law a popi/h recujhnt coHviSij*^ 

To this, muft be added die an^rkiiififd recii^ 

jmcjf hereinafbeir mention^ to be incurred 

by a refiifal to take the oath of iiipremacy .-^^ 

With cefpedi; to the ftatuteis aglinA ifeciH 

fencjf ; hy thele flatutes, popifh reciifantBcon*^ 

\\&. were punifliable by the cenfures of the 

church, and by a fine of ^. so. .for every' 

XBonth, during which, they abfented them** 

j^lv^ firom church ; they were diiiEriblBd froM 

koilding ofHces or employment; fixankeepw 

ing arms in their houfes^ from knaintaining: 

ftdiions or fuits at law or imequky ; : ftoni be^t 

ing^ei^ecutors or guardians $ fh»n .pre£eittitigL 

to advdiwfons ; from: pmdlifing in) the law^or. 

phy^; and from holdings offioes, civil or im^- 

litary-j ^^ wem fubj$& to the penaltierat^' 

tending 
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teiw|li]^ excoiH|nw9icatiQn| irere ik^ per-> 
ijaitted to Jaiav^l fiir^ mil^s jF^wimr hom^, imleii 
for iipence> wpw paiii of fqcfeUi^g all ih^ic 
gopf^%;. and migh^ aot come to €o«art undec 
Rain of ^.|oo» A. mwed woinna, whent 
waxi<9;e4 <4 recuAwQ^ .vas liabte to fpirfeit 
^jico ti^ird? i^ hei) ^QJreK or joiature : (be» 
i?QHl4,»9t Vq executrl^c oy adiBUMftrntrix tcr 
ber Ipfuiba^d, noy h^ye a^jty part of la$ goods ^ 
and, dhwlag ho: maqriage^ ibe laighli Ix^ kept 
ift p4foa,, wjol^fs l^i: Ijw^baa^ redeemed, her .iut 
the rat^43|^.;o. a ippatb, or tbe third part? 
<^ his- lan^Sj, Popiih i^qufeots convi<a were*, 
Tprithift three months after cpnvi^^u,. either- 
ta fyihvfi^ afli4 roaownce th^ir i:eligiq«s..©pif . 
^J?fi« <y>, if feq^ujiredr by fou«^juftii?€»i.tQ afc- 
jjire^tl^e;i:eajm,; a^d if th/ey did, not depatt^ or- 
if they rejfep^ed: without licence, they, were 
guilty, of fejiony, and. were tofuffisr death a»- 
ftJpijs.-r-(See tihje ftatAtes, referred tet under 
tl^e foppgrrhead.) 

I. 3. j^^ t<y the penalties or difabiktie^^ at^ 
tending' the rejhfal-of Roman catholics tatake' 
the oath of juprenuwf,, tke^ declaration^againjl* 
tmnfubfianttatioHi and the declaration againjl' 
p^perjf: Itmuft4)e premi4fed> that, the Roman 
catholics make no objeftion to take the OatH 
of Allegiance^ 1- G. 2. c. 13. or,^Ae Oath ofAb- 
JuraHon, 6^Qeo^. 3. c. 53.— «?iVA refpe& to the 
Oath of St^TienuHy.'^—hythe xft Elizabeth, 
chv, 1 . theperfons th«-ein mentioned were made 
compellable to take the.O&th- of Supremacy 

, contained; 

•^AlltHcOothsand DecItratioDi mentioned ia the tex^ 
ate primed in the AppendU. 



contained in that ail : by the jd of king 
James the ift, ch. 4. another ,oatli was pre^ 
fcribed to be taken, commonly called the Oath 
of Allegiance and Obedierice : thefe oaths w6rtf 
abrogated by the ift of king William and 
queen Mary, feff. 1. ch. 8. and a new oath 
of allegiance and a new oath of fupreinacy 
were introduced, and required to be taken ia 
their ftead : the ftatute made in the 2d fef* 
fion of the ift year of king George the ift, 
ch» 13/ contains an oath of fupremacy, in 
the fame words, as the oath of fupremacy, re- 
quired to be taken by the ill of king Wil- 
liam and queen Mary. By that oath, perfon* 
are made to fwear, that " no foreign prince, 
perfon, prelate, ftate or potentate, hath, or 
ought to have, any jurifdiAion, power, fu* 
premacy, pre-eminence or authority, eccle- 
'» fiafiical or fpiritual, within the realm." It 
was required to be taken by the perfons 
therein named ; it might be tendered to any 
perfon, by any two juftices of the peace; 
mid perfons reiiifing the oath fo tendered 
were adjudged to be popifh recufants con- 
Ti<5l, and to foifeit and be proceeded againft, 
^s fuch. This was the ConJirvBive Recufancy 
referred to above. It was not the offence 
itfelf of recufancy, •which, as we have already 
obferved, confifted merely in the party's 
libfenting himfelf from church; it was the 
offence of not taking the oath of fupremacy, 
and the other oaths prefcribed by the ad); of ^ 
1 Geo. 1. the refufai of which, was, by that 
fiat^t^ pVu:ed ou the fame footing, as a legal 

convldlion 
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convrdlioh on the ftatutes of recufancy, and 
iubjeded the party refufing to the penalties 
of thofe ftatutes. This was the moft fevere 
of all the kws againft papifts. The pnniftii. 
ment of I'ecufancy Ti'as penal in the extreme; 
and the peribns obje6ling to the oath in queC- 
tioxi, dlightfoe fubje(9;ed to ail the penalties 
-of fepufAney, merely by their refiifing the 
x>ath| when tendered to them. It added to 
.ihe peoal nature of Uiefe laws^ that, the oatk 
in queftion, might be tendered, at the mere 
viU of two juftices of peacej without any 
furevious information or complaint before a 
•magiftrate, or any other perlbn. Thus, by 
refufing to take the oath of fupremacy, whea 
tendered to them, they became liable" to all 
4ihe penalties of recutiaiicy ;:' and the feme re- 
fuial, by 7 8c 8 Wm. 3. ch. 4. and x GH>. !• 
^2, ch. 13. reftraitied them from pradtifing 
the law as advocates, barriiiers, folicitorai^ 
Attomies^ notaries, or proftors, and from 
voting at ele6lions. 

I. 4. With refpeft to receiving the Sacra- 
ment of our Lord's Supper: By the isCha. 2. 
(commonly called the Corporation Ad), no 
perfons can be legally ele6ted to any oflBce, 
relating to the government of any city or cor- 
poration; unlefs within a twelvemonth before 
he has received the facrament of the Lord's 
fupper, according to the rites of the church of 
England ; and he is aifo enjoined to take the 
oaths of allegiance and fupremacy, at the fsune 
time^ that> he takes the oath of ofi&oe, or, in 

B default 
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default of either of tliefe requifites^ fucb elec- 
tion (hall be void. 

1.5. Asr to the-Declaration againft Tranfub* 
fiantiation : By the 25th Car. 2. ch. 2. (com* 
monly called the Tejl J6i\ all officei*s, civil 
and military, are dire(9;ed to take the oath, 
and make the declaration againft tranfubftan^ 
tiation, in the convt of King's Bench or 
Cbancety, the next tertn, or at the next quar- 
ter feffiona, Of (by fubfequent ftatutes), withili 
fix months, after their admiflio% and alfo, 
within the famre time, to receive the facrament 
of the Lord's fupper, according to the ufage 
of the church of England,, in fame public 
church, immediately after divine fervice and 
feiinort ; and to deliver into court, a certificate 
thereof, figncd' by the minifler an^ church"- 
warden ; and alfo to prove the fame, by two- 
credible witneffes, upon forfeiture of £»^oo^ 
and difabilvty to hold the ofiice. 

I. 6. With refpeB to the declaration againjt 
popery: The acl paft in the 30th year of 
Car. 2. ft. 2. ch, 1. contains the declaration^ 
and prefcribea iy to be made^ by members of 
either boufe of parliament, before they take 
their feats. By it, they declare their di(belief 
of the do<Srine of tranfubftantFation, and their 
belief, that the invocation of faints, and the 
iacrifice of the mafs, are idolatrous. 

I. 7. With refpeS to the laws cfieBing their 
landed property : — ^How this was affedled by 
the laws againft recufancy, has been already 
mcswtioned. By the n & 12 W. j* ch. 4. 

. . it 
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It was ena6led, that, a perfon educated in the 
popifli religion, or profefEng the fame, who 
did not in fix months, after the age of fixtcen, 
take the oaths of allegiance and fupremacy, 
tod fubfcribe the declaration of the 30th 
Cha. 2. Ihould, in refpeft of himfelf only, and 
not of his heirs or pofterity, be difabled to 
inherit, ot take lands by defcent, devife, or 
limitation^ inpoffeffion, reverfiou, or remain- 
der: and that, during his life, till he took the 
baths, and fubfcribed the declaration againil 
popery, his next of kin, who was a proteftant, 
^ould enjoy the lands, without accounting 
for the profits ; and fhould be incapable of 
|>urchafing ; and that, all eftates, terms, inte* 
^refts, or profits out of lands, made, done, or 
buffered to his ufe, or in truft for him, ihould 
ie. void. By 3 Jae. 1. eh. 5. i W. Sa M. 
^. 26. 12 Ann, ft. 2. c. 14. and 11 Geo. 2. 
c. 17. papifts, or perfons profefBng tbepopifh 
jreligion, were difabled from prel'enting to 
advowfons, and other ecclefiaftical benefices, 
and to hofpitals and other charitable eftablifb* 
meats. By annual a6l$ of the legiflature, 
papifts being of the age of 18 years, and, not 
haying taken the oaths^ of allegiance and 
fu4>remacy, ware fubjedled to the burUien of 
the doubly land-tax. By a ftatute made in 
the fecond feffion of the ift year of Geo. i, 
ch. 55. they were required to regifter their 
n^unes and eftates in the manner, and under 
the penalties, therein mentioned ; and by the 
3d Geo, 1. c. 18. continued by feveral fubfe- 
i^a^nl fUtUtes, an obligation of enrolling th^ir 

J^ 2 de^n 



12 

deeds and wills was impofed on them. Such- 
were the principal penal laws againft Rom^on 
catholics, immenjus aliarum Juper alias acer^ 
vatarum legum cumulus (Li v. 3.^4.)> at the 
time of the acceffion of the houfe of Brtmf-^ 
wick. 

II. 

With respect to the tkv^i which 

HAVE BEEN PAST, SINCE THE ACCESSION 
OF THE BRUNSWICK FAMILY, FQE THE EE- 
tlEF OF SOMAN CATHOLICS: 

II. 1. The only aft of any importance 

^hich, till the reign of His prefent Ma^eltf, 

was pafl; for their relief, (and that operated 

but in an indireft manner for their benefit), 

was the a£l of the jd Geo, i. c. 18. On the 

conftrudlion of the 1 1 fc 1 2 Wm. 3. di. 4. 

it had been held, that, as it exprefsly coi>- 

iined the difability of papifts to take, by de- 

fcent to themfelves only, and preferved their 

heirs and pofterity from its operation, it was 

not to be conftrued as preventing the vefting 

' of the freehold and inheritance in them, in 

cafes of defcent, or tranfmitting them to their 

pofterity: but that, the difability refpe6ied 

only the permanency of the profits, or b^joe^ 

ficial property of the lands, of which it d^ 

prived them, during their non-conformity. 

Whether that part of the ftatute, which relates 

4o their taking by purchafe, ihould receive th^ 

fame conftruction, was a frequent fubjedi; of 

'4ifcuffion, the ftatute beings in that branch of 

hi without any limitation; To -remedy this, 

- .  ' * '  the 
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thea<5,wearefpeakii>gof, waspaft. Ite:na^„^ 
that, no fale for a fiill and valuable confidera- . 
tion, by the owner or reputed owner of any 
Jaodsy or of, any interel^ therein, . theretofore 
piade, or tjicreafter tq,be made, to a proteftant. 
pu^chafer, -(hall be impeaciied, by reafon of. 
any difability of fuch papift, or of any perfoa 
iijider whom he claims, in confequence of the ^ 
11 8c 12 W. 3. unlefs the perfon taking* 
advantage of this difability, fliall haye re-, 
covered before the fale, or given notice of 
his clain^ to the purchafer, or before the con-; 
tra<^ for £ale, ihall \ia\e eintered his claiin at, 
the quarter feffions, and bonc^Jide purfued hisj 
remedy. The a<Sl then recites the ciai^fes of. 
Ae 12 ^ 3^3 W, 3. difab/ing papifis from^ 
purchafing; and afterwsirds ens^s, that^ thefe. 
claufes (halt not be thereby altered or re- 
pealedj; bvit) ihall a'^mam^ in full force. Thus, 
thelaw}^ a^gjakaik the Roman cfitholics flood, at^ 
tl^'tinve of the apceflfionof Uis; prefent 
i^lajefty. During his reign, two adls, ^achoj^ 
great importance, have b/een pail ii^ theiif. 
£w^our. *^ ^ 

' II. 2. By, the \%th of his retjjftt, ch. €0. H 
if as cnadled, th^t, fo much of the ill K i^ 
W. 3. as related to the profecution of popKh 
priefts and jefuits, and nnprifpning for life 
papifts, who keep fchdols^ or to difable pa^ 
pifts from taking by defceht or purchafe^ 
Ihotild be repealed> as to all papifis or per^ 
fotis profeflfing the popi(h rehgioh, claiming 
tiiider titles not -theretofore' litigated, wha, 
Vithin iXKf months'dAer the adl pail, or their 
i V ' coming 
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coming of age, fhould take the path thereby 
prefcribed. 

' II. 3. With refpeSi to the aBofihez^Ji of 
His prefent Majejiy, capi 32. Tliat ftatute 
may be divided into fix parts : The ift, con- 
tains the declaration and" bath afterwards re* 
fcrred 10 in the body df the a6t, and prefcribes 
this method of taking it : The 2d, is a repeal 
of the ftatutes of recufancy, in favour of per- 
fons taking the oath thereby prefcribed : The 
3d, is a toleration, under certain regulations, 
of the religious worihip of the Roman catho- 
lics, qualifying in like manner, and of their 
IHiools for education : The 4th, enacSs, that, 
in future no one* fhall be fummoned to take 
the oath of fupr^macy prefcribed by the 
rftWm. 8c Mary,fe6l. I.e. 8. andiftOeo.i. 
feft. 2. caji. 13. or the declaration againft 
tranfubftantlation required by the 25th Oh. 2.;' 
•-^that, l^le* ift Wm. fe Mary, feft. 1. eh. 9, 
for removing pa{)ifts or reputed papifts ' !ftom 
^e cities o£ London and Weftmiufter ftiaU 
not extend to Roman catholics, taking the ap- 
jfloioto^ path ;-T-and that,, no peer of G^eat 
!PritaiQ or Irelapd, taking that oath, fliall be 
liable. to be profeci^ted for coming intg Hit 
M^jefty's preience, or into the court or houfe 
yher^ His Majefty refides, under thie 30 tl^ 
Car. 2. ftat. ?. 9h. 1. : Thp 5tb part of the. acl, 
xepeaJs the laws requiring the deeds and wills 
i^Romai^ catholics to be regiftered or in- 
jrolled j The 6th difpenfes perfons a6Ung as a 
* counfeUor at law, bari^ifter, attorney^ clerk, or 

Dojary, 



notary, froi^ taking the oath of fupremacy of' 
the declaratioa againft tranftfbftantiatioru— 
Then the double land, tax being impofed on 
them ]fy the annual.Jand tax aft, a repeal of 
it could not be efFefted by any prolpeftiy^ 
acl: but it was repealed by omitting from^tb^ 
annual land tax aft, ^ the claufe impofing it. , 

II. 4. All alteration, which was made ih 
liie houfe of lords, in the aft of the 31ft of His 
pi«fent Majefty, during it» paffage through 
that houfe, raifed a doubt, whether to entitle 
a Roman catholic, to the benefits of the aft 
of the 18th of His prefent Majefty, it was 
not neceflmy that he Ihould take the oath 
preferibed by that aft, as well as tlie oath 
prefcribedby the 31ft of His prefent Majefly. 
To obviate this doubt, the aft of the 43d <X 
Hisprefent Majefty was paft, which entitles 
perfons taking the oath prefcribed by thEit 
iaft to all the benefits of the aft of the 18th 
•f His Majefty. 

» • « 

m. 

Some account of the penal. la*j^ 
the effect of w^hich is felt ^y .roman 
catholic^, but the jiffect of which is 
not felt by protestant dissenters :-^ 

III. It has been already Ihewn, how thii 
law ftands on the corporation and teft afts.-^ 
The ftatute of the ift William & Mary, (com- 
monly called the toleration aft), exempts iill 

," ^ ' tlfflentert^ 
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iHflfentei^, ^xc^pt paprfts, and fuch as Aertf 
ih^ Trinity, from all penal laws relating to 
religion^ provided they take the oaths of alley 
giancie and fapremacy, and fubfcribe the de- 
claration againiGt popery, and repair to fome 
^KHigregation regifteted in the bifliop's cour^ 
orot the feffions. But there is nothing iA 
this act, which difpenfes, either with, the teft 
a£i or the corporati:on a^, to far as they im- 
pofe the obligation of receiving .the faciair 
meut of our Lord's fupper on perfons ferving 
in offices, or ele<Sied to ferve in corporationsu 
With refpedl therefore to the te/l nS and cor*' 
poration ad, thefe are the only a6b. which 
Cubj/e6l the protectant diilenters to any peoaK 
ties or di&bliities. To thefe. the Romami ea- 
tholics -are fubje& equally with the prot&ftaht 
^iiTenters. Th^ate is^ tliecefore, no penalty 6r 
lU&bility that aSeiist the proteilant ^fienten^ 
to wlufch Botnaa catholics are not fobjed 
equally ; but there ftill remain iiiveral penal 
laws, the efFed of which is m,oft feverely felt 
by Roman catholics, 'but the effefl; of which 
is not, in any manner, felt by Proteftant Dif- 
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III. 1. The firft oF thefe, is the 36th Car. 2. 
fl. 2 . c. 1 . — It is remarkat)le, that, notwith- 
ftanding the change of the -national religion, 
;sLt the reformation, and the coutpfts .and dif- 
iTentions which fucceeded it^ Roman caihoUe 
peers were admitted, equally with their fel« 
Ik^ peen^ to fit and vote in the hou£e of 
Wds^ aflyfl Koman catholic commoners' were 
^' • eligibly 
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•ligible, equally with their fellow coimnorierg, 
to a feat in the houfe of commons, till thq 
lapfe of a century and an hallF froni the tim^ 
iff the reformation. The ftatute of which we 
are now fpeaking, was then enadied. ' It w'as 
paft, while the ferment of Oates's plot was at 
its higheft ; and provided, that no perfon 
Jhouldfit or vote iii the houfe ofpeersy or be a 
member of, or fet or vote in the houfe ofcom-f 
fnon$9 till he had taken the oaths of allegiance 
andfupremacyy and made andfigned the decla^ 
ration againji popery. , To this ftatute only, th^ 
exclufion of Romaa catholic peers ftom theip 
Hereditary feat in parliament, and the exclu-» 
iion of Roman catholic conamoners from the 
aa4;ural and laudable arnbijtiQn gf an .Elnghf^ 
gentleman, a feat in the boufc pf comoioiV9j 
iwe owing. x 

III. 2. By the 7th 8?; 8th of Wm, 5. 
ch. 27. thofe, who refufe to take the oath of 
liipremacy, tendered to them at the requifi- 
tion of a candidate, are difabledfrom voting 
fit eh8nort^. 

JII. 3. By feveral ftatiates, JJ^wfl^ 6a^ip/ie^ 
fire dilated from Prefeuting to Advoixfom^ 
This difabijity is pi^cuJiar to tjiem ; qU)9lf€i», 
jsnd eyea jew^, baying the fuU enjpyipfiat qf 
ihe ^igbt pf prefentation. It is to be ob- 
fej-ved, that, no pejrfoh can Be pref^nted to a 
living, whp has ndt been ordained according 
Ip tlie rkes of the church of England. Pre^ 
yioufly to his ordination, ^e is examined, ^ 
bis f^jth e^nd mojrals, by the bift^p ; he takes 
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the oath of allegiance and fupremacy^ and 
fubfcribes the 39 articles ; and previoufly to 
liis admifion, . he fubfcribes the three articles 
refpecting the fupremacy, tlie Common 
Prayer, and the 39 articles : and he makes 
the declaration of confonuity. By the acl of 
uniformity, 13 8c 14 Car. 2. c. 4. he is bound 
to ufe the Common Pra)^r and other rites and 
ceremonies of the church of England. Thefe 
ftppear to be fufficient guaiante^s for the or* 
thodoxy of the perlbn prefented. 

, III. 4. It has been obferved that, in com- 
inon with Proteftant Diffenters, the Roman 
catholics are fubje6i: to the 13 Car. 2. c. 1. 
commonly called the Corporation A<S, and to 
the 25 Car. 2. c. 2. commonly called the Teft 
A61, the former of which excludes fi'om corpo- 
rations, perlbni who have not taken the oaths 
of allegiance and fupremacy, and received the 
facramentof our Lord's fupper ; and the latter 
of which dire<Sb all officers civil and military 
to qualify for their offices, in the fame manr 
her. — But Roman catholics alone feel the penal 
operation of 1 Geo. 1. 7^. 2. c. 13. which re- 
quires all'perfons bearing offices oivil or mili-* 
•tary,or holding command or place of truft, or 
receiving pay or wages by i-eafon of any pa- 
tent or grtot from His Majefty, to take that 
oath under a penalty of £. 500. and under 
other penalties. 

The very fmall number of thofe, who qua*' 
|ify themfelves for election into corporation!, 
,o|[ for civil or military offices, by complying 

witfe 
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with the requifiteis of thefe afts, is known! 
For their relief, an aft of parliament is an- 
nually paft, by which, after mentioning the 
C6i^ration and Tefe a<3:s> and fome other 
ads, which do not relate to the p6int under 
confideration, it is enacted, that perfotis, who, . 
before the paffing of the aft, have omitted to 
qualify in the manner prefcribed by thole acts, 
and who .fliall properly qualify for th«nj be- 
fore the 25th of the enfuing Decembeii fhall 
be indemnified againft all penalties, for- 
feitures, incapacities, and difabilitiied ; and 
their ele<ftibns, and the afts done by them> 
are declared to be good. — This a£i expreifes 
nothing, which exclude3 Roman catholics, 
from' the benefit of its provifions. 

•The coaftruftion oif it came into confid^a* 
tiori in .1798> when Lord Petre,^ the gra^^ 
father oir. the preient- Lord, having, w'ah the 
erprefs leave and encouragement of gov^em^ 
meivt, raifed, equipped, and trained, at his 
ownexipence, a corps of 250 men, for His 
Majefty's fervice, requdled that his fon .might 
be appointed to (he command of them, and 
his ibil's religion was objefted to him. It 
was admitted, that, by accepting the com- 
mand of the. corps, without complying witli 
the provifions of the acSls in queftion, ,Mr. 
Petre would fubjeftbimfelfto their penalties; 
hilt it was obferved, that the appointment 
would be good ; that the penalties would not 
be incurred till the expiration of the fixth 
mouth after his appointment ; and that the 
annual a6l of indemnity would pafs before 
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thai time, oimI r^nove the peiaalties. .It'wa^ 
alfo iiiggefted, that prqtefiants and. Bpmaii 
Gal:holics ftoodj in this,ire(pe<5l, exadUy in the 
fame predipament ; — ^botfa equally liable to the 
op^ation of the penal ads, an4 both'^uaily 
within the relief of the indemnity a<S^ The 
late Mr. Serjeant Hill^ and the prefent Iior4 
Ciiief Juftic^ of His Majefty's Court of Com« 
mon, PleaSi were decidedly of this (pinion | 
but (under the advice, as it ia . faid, of the 
crown lawyers), the refufal was perfiilad in ; 
toother p^'on was appointed to the command 
of the corps, and Mr« Petre ferved under hi^t 
in the vaiiks. : 

III. 5. In common with the reft of Hii 
Majefty's fubje6ls, tlie "Roman catholics con- 
tribute, to the ReligiouB eAablilhment of the 
oovntry ; but their own Rehgious Jl^ftabiyhmint$ 
can dulf beeffecled thrdugh tbeniiediftun>af 
trttftSyjEtlwayt peif^lexing, and always ift^ 
carious. In b51pitial&^r workhoufes, . and todier 
public dnftitations, the attendance of the mi-' 
nifiers of their oeli^ion is fometimes denied 
them ; ai^d the children of the poor, ibaietimeb 
forced into proteftaht fclioois, under the qres 
of their parents. 

III. 6. The Marriage aS is alfo a grievance 
to Roman catholics. — ^For feveral feafons, 
too long to be enumerated, it is painfully re- 
pugnant to their religious feelings to have 
their marriages celebrated in the paanner now 
prefcribed by law. But they do not obje<3: 
to its being rendered neceffary, for the legal . 

validity 



■Mfidita^ of itheir mairiages, that therti .fiwuld 
be «n eatay of tfaem in the regUier of the 
fei'idi, «ir;to any other regular anttbenrticatiui 
af th«f KnaiTiages, which govemmeot <sii 
ffcsifiniably reqoize. 

" nr. 7, 'Though His Majefty's annies anfl 
fieetB are filled with_ Uoman catholics, not 
jbnly no provifion ia made for the religiotu 
^uties'aiid comforts of Roman cathoFic foldierg 
and failors, 1)iit by the Articles of War, th^ 
are liable to the very heaviell pains and pit- 
niflunents for refufing to join in' thofe aSs of 
icligious word.iii, wliirh a Rom;ui catliolic 
coniiders to amount to an exterior dereliifhoa 
of his faith, and a compliance with whtcl^ 
&ey therefore feel a religious torture. By the 
Articles of War, fee. i. if any foldier abfenta 
himfelf fpom Divine Service and Sermon, in the 
j)laceappointed,heis liii.l>ie,fortl>e lirftoffence, 
to forfeit 1 2 (/. ; and for the lieooud, and every 
other offence to forfeit nd. and be pat ia 
irons; and by the fame articles, fetlion Z. 
art, 5. " if he (hall dilbbey any lawful com- 
" mand of his fuperior officer," — (and, of 
courfe, if he iliall difobey any lairful coib- 
mand of liia fuperior officer to attend Divine 
, Service and Sermon),^ — " he Ihall fuffer death, 
" or fuch other - puniQuaent as by a gener^ 
" court martial Ihall he awarded." 

in. 8. The operation oftfte Ttfi A8, af'tfie 

ArHcleK^fVar,andoft/K Mutif^ A8,mtke 

•ia/tances we have mentioned, fo/ar tu tke^ re* 

. fyt6iirifk-Romen6athoticofficarSfjhidien,Bni 
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Jmlors, defervea particular confidersiti<»i. The 
Iri(h a<Sl of 1793 admitted catholics into miK* 
(taryeinpioyments with certain exceptions. "It 
/was reprelented to govenuneiit," ..fays Mr. 
Heniy Parnell, ia his invaluable Hiftory of the 
jpenal laws againft the Irifti catholics^ p» 127, 
that, as its powers could not extend out of 
Ireland, and as all frifli Catliolic foldier?, 
" failorsand officers were uniformly employed 
" on fervices out of Ireland, it was ncceffary 
*' that, in order to give it any ufeful effed in 
." thisre^eft, the Englifli acS of the ift of 
^^ Geo. the ift, which prohibits catholics from 
" filling any military fituation, fliould be re- 
^' pealed. In anfwer to their application, the 
*' catholics were mfoptiie^ by Lord Hobarl, 
'* tbat fuch a meafure w'ould be immediately 
*' adopted, and the letter of the Secretary of 
'* State was fliewn to them, containing the 
** promife of the' Englifli Government. Inr 
" the houfe of Lords, when^ upon the debate 
** of this aft, Lord Farnhafn propofed an 
"^ amendment to the claiife relating to the 
^ military offices, by rendering its operation 
conditional, mi til England fli6uld pafs a 
fimilarlaw, the Chancellor lord Clare op- 
'* pofed it, * for, faid he, it could not be fup- 
^ pofed that His Majefty would appoint a man 
" to f«ch a poft until' the laws of the empire 
" fhould qualify him to a6l in every part of it : 
'^ and that it was more than probable that a 
^* fimilar kw to this would be adopted in 
England before the expiration «,of two 
months ; and, on this ground, the amend- 
ment would be wholly unneceflary.' " 

<^ Fourteem 
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•* Fourteen years, however," continues Mr. 
Parnell, (writing in 1807), "were allowed to 
** pafs by without any fuch law having been 
** attempted to be adopted in England ; and 
** when the late minifters fought to refcue the 
** plighted truth of their predeceffors from 
*' well merited reproach, they were accufed 
** of an attempt to fubvert the eftablifhed 
>' church, and driven from the councils of 
« His Majefty." 

Such are the penal laws, under which the ' 
Roman catholics of England ftill labour : — > 
They have prefented a petition* to both 
Houfes of Parliament, for their repeal ; and 
they confide in their juftice and huiAanity that 
it will receive a full and benign difcuffion. 
But they hope the time will fpeedily aitive, 
when the Imperial Parliament of the United 
Empire, will take the nature extent and 
operation of thefe laws into coniideration, and 
by repealing them, admit thenr Roman cathcjic 
brethren to the free enjoyment of thatconfti- 
tution, in the fupport of which, by their lives, 
their fortunes, and their indi^ftry, they con- 
tribute iA common with their fellow fubJeAs. 

* nice Appeudic. 
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♦*" ' tME OATir OF ALLiciAXCfi; 

'^ ^' '^'- by tfte 1 G. -2. c. B. 

5^^. ^^ do fxncexely fi5o^i[fe j^nd fwe^r,:tb^t .1 will b* 
faithful, , pd bear tract ,aji^iaqcq ,to . Hb?; Mtyefty Xiag 
George w ^o help me 9/?/^* . . 
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THB OATH or. *:UPR^MACX* 

by the &i^m. Statute. 

I, J. iB; 4iO fwear, 'thatf t do from ray heart ablior, 
titeteft^ ^Ddabjnrfe, as impious and heretical, th^t ddmna^ 
%Ae do^trkk^ and po(ltioh,'41iiM princes excommunicated 
br dcprurbd by the po^, ^ miy aath6rily of ftie fee off 
Aokne, ifttfty be deppfed or 'murdered by their fubjeifls, or 
Moy^ other Whatfoeven And I do declare-, that no foreign 
|>rHiee; pciribn, prelate, ftate, o^ potentate, hath or oiigtJL 
to lialTe wiy jurifdiftion, power, fuperiority; pre-eminence. 
jor. autlMiHty, ecoieikftical or fpiritual, within this realm; 
So help ime God. 

THE OAt'H' Ot ABJUEATIOW, 

by the 6 'G. 3: c. 53. 

1, A, B. do truly and fuict^rely acknowledge, profeft, 
teftify^ and declare in my conlcieiK:?, before God and the 
wofld, that our fovereign Lord Kii.g George is lawful 
land rightful king of this realm, urK.I uU other Ilis IVIajefty'u 
dominions thereunto belonging. And I do folemnly and 
fincerely declare, that 1 do believe in my confcience, 
that not any of the defcendants of the perfon who pre^ 
teoded to be Prince of Wales during the life of the 
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late Ring Jiunes the Second, apd fince his dec^fe pn- 
tended to be, and took upon Umfelf the ftile and tiile oi 
King of England, by the name of James the Third, or of 
Scotland, by the name of James tlie Eighth, or the ilile 
and title of King of Great Britain, hath any right or title 
whatfoever to the crown of this realm; or any other the 
dominions thereunto belonging: AndM do renounce, re* 
fufe, and abjure any allegiance pr obedienc^^ to any of 
them. And I do fwear, that I mriil ' bear faith and triie 
sllegtance to His Majefty King €»eorg^ and hiib will de- 
fend, to the utmoft of my|ipwer, agatnft all traitorous 
confpiracies and attempts wbatfDever, which (hall b€^mad4 
•giunft His perfon, crown« or dignity*- Aad I willc db my 
utmoft endeavour, to difclole and n|ak< 'known to His 
Majefty and his fuocefibrs» att treafbaa and traitorous-con* 
fpiraciesy which I (hall k|iow>t^ be |ig$i«ft lttm^Dr en{^ of 
them. , And I do faithfally^ ptit^mife» fio Ibe «itmbft of my 
power, to fupport, majnuln, #i>d .d^feft(|.the Aiece(fien «f 
the ,crQ|in againfl the deicea4an^'Of the^.^d)James,*'efld 
againft all other wbaifoeri^r ;.:which./ucc.effienf^4s^ah A6k, 
entitled. An Ad for the fuTthrr jimitaUo^ioffthe'Crowa^ 
mni b^fter iecuring th^ ngf^s, and iib^tiee.Qf.^tboikkgci^ 
is and fiands limited te the. princefe Sophia* ^leiftreft and 
iluohels , dowager of HasoveiFvand the- bein.ofrtker bedy, 
being proteftants. And all Ol^^Bfet ibii)g^ I^ tpiainlyiafltd 
fincerely acknowledge ai^d f wear,, according »to tbefe ei&> 
prefs words by me fpokeii,; %^ QQCordiog to the pitetin 
and common i'enfe and underft^tidin^'of the fame words, 
without any equivocation* mental eWi^jp, or fooret refers 
vation whatfoever. And I do m^i^ Ibis i^ecogniiion, 
acknowledgment, abjuration, renunciation, «Qd prumifQ, 
heartily, willingly, am) trulyi ^lipoa the true fftith ef a 
ebrirtian : So help me God. .- *. .-. 
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tnB SlCLASATIOK AOJtIKST TKAMSUSStAatlXTIOM, 

bj the S5 C. 2. c. 2. 

Ii A. B. du dccliire, tliat I do . believe, that there ia not 
any tranfublUntiatioii in the facrainent of the Lord's Su]>- 
per, or tu tbe elcmcnis of bread and wine, at or after the 
■conlecratfuu tiieieof by any perfon whatfoever. 

Ta^. AWfifcAlia-UOK AOAINST FOPERY, 
L, ;* - ^ (he » C 2. it S. c. 1. 

Ivjft 8. ddf%Ve6it!iQ'^'aAd^4n^ere1y, in the prefence of 
©od, profef*, tJBnH^,'arid'a*fcKire,'that I do believe, that 
wtfaefderaitiriKt'of ffiC^llftrH'S Slipper there la not any 
<nnfuUlafltiatioti of ib^VledientB of bread and wineiiltd 
tb* body and blo^itf"o^«!^lrih;'■at or after the confecralioa 
thereof by a«y perforf flflifeffoever :  And that the invc- 
«atioB,- or'adlAiiti«ft »/'l«eVi>^m'Mary, or any other 
daaXi and the AKrH^e of tbe tnafs,'^ they are now ufed 
utte'cfaurch'Af'Kdine, are fUjt^ftHlous end idoUtrtius: 
And IdJrfolemrtlyih-thteprafeice'df God profefif^teftiff, 
md dedaTe^ iBat'I: domike tB!s Bfeilaraiion, and every 
pert thereof, in t6e plain" fcirfftrd'tnary fenfe Of ihe wordV 
Ynd ditto me^ as- th^y ifi cmiDDotily undeHtood by ELn^- 
tilh proteftante, wiihonf'ia^y evafion, e<(ui vocation, or 
mental' refervation 'whatfoever, aud without any fiilprti^ 
falTon already granted me for this .purpofs by tb# 
pop(^, or floy other authority or perfon wliatfoever, or 
without any hope of any fucli difpenfatioa from any 
|»erlbii or auCJiority whatfoever, or without thiokin; 
that I am or caa 'be acquitted before God or man, 
■or abfolved of ibn Declaration, or any part thereof 
eltboQgh t)ie pope, or any other perfon or perfons, or 
■power wbatfoevM'^ lliall difpenfe with or annul the fame, 
«r declare that it was null and void from the beginning. 
The Oato prescribed by Uie 18 G. 3. 

t,A.B. do fmcerely promife aud fwear, that ( will ba^ 

faitbful and bear true allejiiaace to His Majefty King 

Ceor^ 
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fecorgp tie Third, and him will defieud, to the utmoA 
of my power, agaioil all coofpiracies and attempts what* 
ever that fhall be made agaitift his perfon, crown, of 
dignity ; and I will do my utmoft endeavour to difclofe 
and make known to His Majefty, His heirs and fucceflbrs^ 
all treafotis and traiorous confpiracifs, which may be 
formed againft him or them ; and I do faithfully promife 
to maintain, fupport, and defend to' the utmofl of my 
power, the fucceffion of the crown, in H,is Majefty's family, 
i^gain^ any perfon or perfons whatfoever; hereby utterly 
reaouncing and abjuring any obedience, or allegiance unt<> 
the perfon taking upon himfelf the llile and title of 
l^rince of Wales, in the life-time of bis father, and who^ 
£nce hi& death, is faid to have aiTumed the Aile and t^le 
of King of Great Britain, by the name of Charjes th^ 
Thirfl, and to any other perfon clainjing.jOr pretending a 
^ight to the crown o£ thefe rei^lms ; ^dtl do fwear, that 
1 do reject and deteft, as an unchriftian. ai%^ impipus 
poHtion, that it is lawful to murder or ctellrpy any perlpo 
^r perfons whatfoever, for> or under pfetcn^e^of their^bar 
tng bereticks ; and alfo tjhat imchriftiaQ anfj- impious }M*ia«> 
ciple, that no faith is to ^e kept with j^ereticks: I;furtbaf 
4ieclare, that it is ,no article of my f^itbf and that I do 
renounce, reje^^» and abjure, the opinion, that pnacee 
excommunicated by tH^. pope ai^d ciHincii, x>r by aay 
authority of the fee of Rome, or by, any aut^hority whatf 
foever, aiay ce depofcd or ^nurdercd by their fubje^*' or 
any person whatfoever: And I do de^?]ar9> that I do not 
beli«ve that the pope of Rome, or ^iy otbar foreign 
prince, prelate, ftat€;ar potentate, ha(^, o^r> ot|§ht to havoi 
any temporal or civil jurifdi^ion, pywer, faperiority, osf 
^pre-eminence^ dirediy or indiredlly, within, *this realm. 
And I do folemnly, in the prefence of God, profefs, tefiify^ 
and decl/ire, that I do make tin is declaration, and every 
jpart thereof, in the plaTn and ordinary {e:\ie of the wqrds 
x>f this oath I without any evatjon, equivocation, or men- 
tal 
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ial rerervatioB whatever, aud svithotft any diljjeiifatibil 
already granted by the pope, or any aiithority of the !«• 
of Rome, or any perfoa whatever; and without thinkthg 
that I am or can bfi acquitted before Goc| and man, or 
abfolved of this declaration, or apy part thereof, although 
the pope, or any other perfons pt authority whatfqever, 
fliall dlfpenfe with or annul the fame, or dec)arf» tl^at i| 
was null or void. 

Tke Oath preferibed by 31 Geo. 3. c. 32. 

I, A, B, do hereby declare, that I do profefs the Romaa 
catholic religion. - 

I, A,B^ do Sincerely promife.and fwear^ that I will be 
faithful and bear true allegiance to His Majeily King 
George the Third, and him will defend, to. the utmoflof 
ioy power, againft all confpiracies aud attempts whatever, 
that fliall be made.againd bis perfon, crown, or dignity; 
tod I will do my utmoil endeavour to difclofe and make 
known toHis.Majeily, his heirs and fuccelTors, all treafons- 
and traitorous. coitfpiracies which may be formed againft 
l»ni ortheqi: And lido faithfully promife to maintiv)iU, fiup- 
port, and defend, to the utmofl of my power, the fuccefliqa 
of the crown; which fucceffioo, by an a^, intitule(f, An 
A6t /or the /urjther Limitation of the^ Crown^ and better 
fecuring tke Rights and Liberties of the SvhjeB^ is an<t 
•Aands limited to ihe princefs Sophia, «ledrefs and ducieft 
dowagnr of Hanover, and the heirs of her body, being 
proteilants; hereby utterly renouncing and abjuring any 
obedience or alh'giance unto any other perfon claiming or 
pretending a right to the crown of thefe realms : And 1 do 
fwear, that I - do njed aud tie ted, as an uuchriftian and 
impious pofitiQn> thnt it is lawful to murder or deftroy any 
perfon ,or perfons whatfoever, for or under pretence of 
their -^being hereticks or intidels; aud alfo that unchridian 
lind impious principle* that faii[| is not to be kept with' 
Jaereticks or infidels: And I further declare, that it is not 
^ ^ticle o^ my faith, aad that I <k> renounce, rejed, and 
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fbjure the opinion, that princes excomraiimcated by tbe 
pope and council, or any authority of the fee of Rome, or 
by any authority whatfoever, may be depofed or murdered 
by their fubjeds, or any perfOQ wbatfoever: And I do 
promife, that I will not hold, maintain, or abet any fuch, 
opinion, or any other opinions contrary to what is ex* 
prefled in thi^ declaration : And I do declare, that I do 
»ot believe that the pope of Rome, or any other foreign 
prince, prelate, ftate, or potentate, hath, or ought to have, 
any temporal or civjl jurifdidion, power, fuperiority, or 
pre-en>inence, d^rfi^jtly or indire^lly, within this realm: 
And 1 do folemnly, in tbe prefwicc of God, profeft, teftify, 
and decliare, that I do make this declaratioQ, and every 
part thereof, in the plain and ordinal^ fetife of the <^ords 
of this qath, without any eyafioD| e<^aivocation, or mental 
refervation whatever; and without amy difpeo&tiob al- 
ready granted by the pope, or f^ny authority of the Cse of 
Kome^ or apy perfon wbatevier; and without thinking thai 

• J am or can be acquitted before God or man, or |UlfoIved 
of this declaration, 0|r any part thereof, although the pope, 
or any other perfon or aotfaority whatfoev^r, (ball difpenfe 
with or ann)4 M^^ Aj^>^f or dec1«ire that ft w^ ti\i\\ an<} 

'TOid, 

PETITION rfthe Ttoman CatkoticM of Eng^lani^ as pre/hntecf 
to the Hovjk of Lordst on Thur/daf ftbra^ry 2%d^ 1810, 
hy the Right ftonourable E^rl Orct/ ; and m the Hou/e of 
Commons hy the Right Hon^urabt^ William Wmdham. 

'^ TO the Right Hooourable the Lprds Spiritual aB4 
Temporal of the United Kingdom of Gre^t ^ritaiii 
and Ireland in Parliabtentiiffiembled; r 

** We whofe names are underwritten, Roman catli6lic« 
of England, humbly beg leave to reprefeht tqyo'ur hoiioutt 
able houfe, * 

'* That at tlie time ot His Majelly's acceflion to the 
throne> tiyQ lawa in force, againit )iU Engtifh Roman 
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batkdlic futjfeaij dieprived Ihem of moft of the rights o^ 
tngHfhmen^ and of i^Vieral of the common rights of man- 
kind. 

. ^' That; by the A£te of tiit iSth and Jlft years of His 
Majefty'8 reign; feveral of the penalties and difabilitieii 
tinder which the £ngli(h tlomati caitholics laboured, were 
removed. 

** That the Bngliih Roman c^tWirs are mbft grateful for 
the relief granted them by &efe A^s, and have taken and 
ifuWrribed the oaths and declarations contained in them. 
** That their cobdu^ hath been confoi-mable to their pro- 
feflions; la peiceablie fdhmimon to the laws, and in the 
difcharge of mbral or civil .duty^ they have not been ex« 
ceeded by any of His Rljjc^y's fubjeds ; they have ferved 
him effe^iyely and hohQul*abIy in this fleets and armies ^ 
tlietene^er has beeti a ccdl, upou Englifliiiieh to do their 
ii^iity, which ,the Engliih RomjiQ catholics have not beeii 
forward to anfwer. 

" That feveral pencil and difabling la^vs are yet ill force 
Itgainil them; They arfe hot (equally entitled, with their 
felloW-fubje^, to vote at the efedlibn of any raen\ber of 
of the houfe of conimons; they are ^xchided' froth a feat 
in either houfb of parliacaeut; they are not sidmidbble 
into corporations ; every civil and militaty office is denied 
them ; ' every labdable ^bjeft bf ambitteri, fell that devatei 
a'mafi aihotig LJs ftllbw-fabjefis, ^1 tropes of public dis- 
tindion, all means of ?lttta6tirig\hfe notice of their country^ 
or the favour of their 'fote/eig^n;' ire pl&ed tfrithottt their 
iisach. 

' •• The morb they defeYve of their coiifttiy; the more 
feufibly their country makes thtem feel tbi^ exdufion. Iri 
the ranks fhe fufiers them to fight h^r battles, but to theni 
"viifery is without its reward; promotion is wholly denied^ 
them; no f^nrvices can advance, no mfeHt enablfe them td^ 
profit of their country's favour. 

• *• Even in their humble 'fituation: of private foldiers, thfe 
law follows them with pains and penalties. By the articlfeai 
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the eftablifhed church, they are punifliable by fine, im- 
prifonment, and death. Thus theEnglifh catholic foldiers^. 
are inceflfantly expofcd to tiie cruel alternative of either 
making a facrifice of their reli^on, or incurring the ex-* 
treroe of legal puni(hment>- thatt. which, your petitioners 
fiiimbly conceive, there never has been, and cannot be a 
more dired religious perfecution. To an alternative equally 
oppreffive, the Englifli Roman catholics are expofed on». 
their marriages; the law requires, for the legal validity of . 
a* marriage in England, that it (liould fee celebrated in a 
parifti churchy as Roman catholics believe marriage to be 
a facrament, the Englifh Roman catholics naturally feel 
great repugaance to a celebration of their marriages in 
other churches than their own, 

. ** They are cruelly debarred from any means which their 
fellow-fubjt6b polTefs, of providing for their families, by . 
employments of honour or emolument; fo that, while ^ 
they bear their full fhare of the general contribution to tU« 
^vants of the ftate, they are denied even a hope of par- 
ticipating in ihofe advantages by which- tlie burden of 
their fellow^fubjeds is alleviated. 

" In other occurrences of life, the law has the fame 
humiliating and deprefTing operation on your lordfhips 
petitioners: thus, every Roman catholic fubjed of His^. 
Majefty, is forced below his fair line in fociety,^ and the, 
general body i^ a marked and infulated call. 

. " Yet the Roman catholics form more than one-fourtt 
©f the whole mafs of the fubje6ts of the United Empire — 
whatever there is of geni«s,t of taleat,- or of energy among, 
them, is abfc}lutely lofl for publio ufe ; and. this at a time^ 
when the United Empire is engaged in a couflid, formi-, 
dable beyond example ; and it therefore feems imiwrtant, 
if not eflential to fier prefervation, thatjhe fliould call 
into action, without qualification or limit, or any religious 
tpft ox declaration, the genius, talents, and energies. pf 
till her fubjeds.' . « 

•it 



<u 



It Is true, (liat your lordihips pefitioneVs pfoTefsfon^ 
religious principles, whicli are not profeffed by the eftabliflv- 
'€d chardh' ;*' and to this, and to this only, their refufal of 
•certain' tcft's, oaths, and declarations is owing, which fub- 
^eds th(^m to the pains and difabilities they complain ef; 
but none of the principles, which occafion their r^fufttl, 
affefts their moral, civil, or political integrity ; and your 
petitioners humbly fubmit to this right honourabie houfe, 
that no-^prrnciptei'wbiiih leaves moral and pohtical in- 
tegrity unimpared, is a -proper objeft of religious perfe- 
cution ; beiideSjthe whole creed of your lordihips petition- 
ers wfts 6ncfei;he oreed of the three kingdoms — it is the 
adiual ci^eed of four-fifths of Ireland, and of much the 
greater part of 'Europe. It was the creed of thofe who 
founded Britifti liberty at Runymeade, who conquered at 
Crefly, Poidiers, aud Agincourt: among thofe who re- 
pelled and annihilated the Spani^ Armada^ none bore a 
nobler part than thofe by whom this creed was profefled. 
iln all thefe atchievements, in everv other fcene, in which 
the ancient valour^ or ancient wifdom of this country has 
been difplayed,^ the anceftors of feveral of your lordihips 
petitioners have been difliDguiihed. Their creed did not 
leffen their ze^ for thetr -king and countryf>*-it .does noit 
Jeffen that of their deibendants. 

f* Every diflbyal or immoral principle, iwhicb malice or 
credulity has imputed to them, your lordfliips petitioners 
have Iblemnly and repeatedly difclaimed. They believe 
there does not now exift an honourable man who imputes 
thefe principles to them : they have fworn to be faithful, 
and bear»true allegiance to HisMajefty, and have aded up 
to their prefeffions ; tliey mod confidently appeal to this 
right honourable houfe, and to ehe whole empire, wheth^ 
in loyalty to His Majefty, attachment to the conftitution, 
or zeal for their country's good, they are not equal, and 
are not univerfally known and acknowledged to be e^ual, 
i^oi^is Majefty 's other fubjedts. 

♦* Therefore, confcious of the truth ©f-ttwfe r^refenlii- 
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t|oA$, and with the moft perfect reliance oa the wifdoiiD an4 
juliice of your right honourable boufe, 

*^ Your lordships peiitiopers humbly pray for i^ total r^*: 
peal of every teil, oath, declaration, or pro?ilk)n^ which 
^as the effed of fubjedmg them to any penalty or cMfabiUtj ^ 
^(latfoever, oa account of their religioui priaGipleik'' 

Willi^im Oibfon, Vicar Apoft. 

John Dou^lafsy Vicar Apoft. 

J«)bp MiUier^ Viciff Apoft. 

Peter CoUingridge, Vicar Apoft, 

William Poynter, Coadjutort 

Thomas Smi(b} CoadjutiK, 

Shrew(buryi 

Kewburgh, . . 

Fi^ucojiberj^ 
. SitourtQii, 

Petre, 

ArundjEill^ 
» t Dormer, 

Clifford, 

William Gerard, Bart^ 

£dward Hales, Bart. 

Ij^nry Englefield, Bart. 

ThQQ^ Vavafour, Bart^ 

John Throcl^ifiartony Bartt 

Edward Blount, Bart. 

Wi^dfar Huoloke, Bart. 

Caniaby Haggerflo^e, Bart, 

JUcbard Bedingfi^ldt Bart^ 

Thomas Stanley, Bart^ 

Thomas Gage, Bart, 
^ . JohuLawfon. Bart. 

Pierce Moftyn, Bart. 
And upwards of eight thouOond gentlemen and otheri| 
^eluding near tbf ee hundred clergymen. 
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SpetcK of the Right Hon* Eari Grey^ on his prejhnttng tXe 
EngUJh Roman Catholic Petkion to the Honfe of Lords^ 
Ynf REvisup BY ^A^a^L Qki^Yp from the Reportin the 
Globe tfewpaper-jL 

*^ It is not roy intention^ atprefent, whatever I may think 
it my duly to do,, during the prefent Seffion of Parliament^ 
to make any'otheY than the lilbal motion, that the petition^ 
ihall be allowed to lie, for future' confideration^ on your 
lordfhips tablle; But I cftnaot, my lords^ negled the op- 
portunity Avl^ch this motion alforcb me, of feliciting your 
lordfhips atteiition' te the e?^tfeme importance of the fubjedt 
^-^to the ej^ehtand magoitude of the interefts it embraces, 
and to the fundamental principles of policy and of juftice 
en which it is founded* I lay/ to'the principles of policy^ 
•and juilice ; becaufe, in any enlightened view of ftate affairs^ 
they will never be found it variance ; and,, in my con* 
fcience, I think they were never more clofely and intimately 
united, than with refpedb to thb cafe whieh is ilated in this 
petition. My lords, the petitiont^rs, with due refped to- 
wards your lordfhips, but not without thofe feelings, of 
which, as men labouring under many and> fevere hardfhips 
—as men labouring under great and unmerited difabilities^ 
and exelufioDS, they cannot divefi themfelves, have fub- 
mitted their cafe to your confidemtion. The fituation itt 
which they flate themfelves to be. placed, is this-^that^. 
without any impeachment of their loyalty — ^without any 
imputation on their conduct — nay, after ilrong and re- 
peated acknowledgment of honourable and meritorious 
demeanour, as good and faithful fubjeds of the Britifh 
empire— -they find themfelves, on account of principles, 
purely religious, and for a belief, which, if fijicere, it does 
not depend on them to exchange, a marked and profcribed 
people in the midil of their fellow-fubje^s— -excluded from 
the benefit of the free government they fupport and defend 
excluded from thofe opportunities of exertion in their 
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Accomipanyhig Petition of th$ Engiijk R^man CaihoiiCs, tchof 
mtt at the St.AlbaiCs Tavern^ on the IJt February^ IS 10. 

*« We whofe names are under^^ritten, Koman catholics of 
England, beg leave to reprefent to /oar Hight Honourable 
Houfe, that yotir petitioners, in common with the general 
body of the EngUfh Roman catholics, have lately signed a 
Petition to your Right Honourable Houfe, Aating the prin* 
ctpal grievances under which they lie, in confequence of 
their religious principles, and praying relief. They now 
beg kave farther to ftate to your Lordfliips, that in foil- 
citing the attention of Parliament to their petition, they 
are afluated not more by a fenfe of the hardibips and 
4ifabilitie8 under which tbey labour, than by a deOre to 
fecure, on the moft folid foundation, the peace and har« 
mony of the Britifh empire ; and to obtain for themfelved 
opportunities of manifefting, by the mod adtive exertions, 
their zeal and intereftin the common caufe, in which their 
country is engaged for the maintenance of its freedom and 
independence; and that diey are firmly perfuaded, that 
adequate proviiion, for the maintenance of the civil and 
religious eflablilhments of this kingdom, may be made, 
cbnMently with the ftrideft adherence, on their part, to 
the tenets and dsfcipHue of the Roman catholic religion ; 
and» tlmt any arrangements founded on this bafis of mn^ 
tuaifatiifa&ion and ftcuntyy and extending to them the full 
.mfoyment of the cml conJUtution of their country y will meet 
%idti thdrgratefhd concurrence** 

Signed by 

Bifliops William Gibfon, Lords ShrewAiury, 
John Douglafs, Faucouberg,. 

Peter CoUingridge, Stourton, 

AVilliam Poynter, Arundell, 

Thomas -Smith,. Dormer, > 

Clifford, 
And near two Hundred of the principal Catholic Gen- 
tlemen and Clergy. 
"**" E 3 Speech 
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<wutry*s defenee, which, in this perikius cr^is^ . evei^ 
Ikigliih heart would be anxious to obtain. It is much and 
deeply to be lamented, there fhpuld exiil any difBcuUy . 
that fhould have the effed of making it neceflary to pod- . 
pone, for a iingle hour, your lord (hips taking this petition^ . 
H}to your confederation, with a. view to affording efiqdualy. 
prompt^ andcomplete relief; and I regret it the n»ore, wltb . 
refpe^l to thQ particular clafe of individuals with whofe intq^ 
rells I am charged; becaufe their fituationis, in^fome degree^ - 
peculiar to themfelves; inafmucL as .the diiabilities of 
VBfcich they complain are infinitely more -fevere and aiorpr 
•xtenlive than thofe which affedl other perfonSr profefling^ . 
the fame religious tenets in other parts of the empire. £ 
have faid that their fituatien is particularly fevere; and a» . 
I am fearful that this fubjed may not have raifed that de- ' 
gree of attentioa which its importance deferves, it , may^ 
Mot be unneceflary to flate in what that extraordinary 
fcverity confiifts. Your lordfiiips will recoUedt that ixt. 
Canada, for inftance,. in confequence of the provifions- . 
which were made after its QonqueA, in the I'eign of His^ 
prefent Majfifly, the fubjeds of His Majefty in. Canada^ 
enjoy complete toleration. In other words, there exifls ni>. 
difiference as to the enjoyment of civil rights between the 
catholic and proteflant fubjedls. I do not mean to £[>und» 
any argument on this circumilance ;^ I flate it only as &. 
fed;, which, I trufl,. your lordfhips will bear in your recoil. . 
ledion. In Ireland, unfortunately fDF the peace of the*^ 
Englifli empire, unfortunately for our own fecurity, there, 
is a different (late of things. In Ireland^ His Majefly'S' 
fubjeds are Itill liable to difabilities,. which cannot be fup^ 
ported upon any principles,, if they are not required with a 
view to our own fafety. But even in Ireland many privi- 
leges are extended to catholics which are denied to the 
catholics in England. They are capable of being ele<fted 
tp all lay corporations, with the exception of Trinity 
College, Dublin; where; however; they may take degrees* 
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They ifnay be in the comtnHTion oi* the peace; they mti^ 
vote for members* of parliament; they may" hold civif 
offices of truit and emolament undei* the crown, fubjed td ' 
certain exceptions* In Ireland; all thfe ranks of the army; 
uiider that of a general of the flaff, are open to catholics • 
From all thofe advantages the Englilh catholics are ent^ 
chided^ they are not eligrble to corporations; they cannot 
tsike degrees ; they cannot 9j6t in the comralffioti of the 
peace ; they are not allowed to vote at elcdions ; they are 
incapable of holding offices of tmd under the crown; all the 
ranks: of the army and iiobvy are denied to them. The ca* 
tholiCy deeply intefeiled as be is in the common defence of' 
the country, is denied the means of afTifting it. At this 
DJomenty when you are (falling upon all clatfes of the com- 
iDonify for affiflance, the catholic has the heart-breaking 
merti flection, n<yt only of finding himlelf excluded froi& 
the higher ranks of the a^rny^ but even, if defcending from 
his Nation in life^ he (heuld confent to enroll himfelf as a 
private in the ranks, he nmft depend' upon his officer for 
the free exefcife of his own religion, and for not being 
compelled to attend to the cercmoniei of another, in . 
Krtifch his c«nfcience forbids him to partake. Thefe arei 
evils tp which the Enghfh catholics are fubjed^ in addition 
to thofe which they fuffer in common with other perfons ' 
of the fame perfuafion in other parts of the empire. In 
fiating their complaints/ they affert^ with no unbecoming 
confidence^ that their conduct has not been fuch as juftly 
to fubjed them to a punifhment tft fo fevere a natnre^ 
Upon this head I think I may appeal to the perfonal know- 
ledge of many of your lordfhlps, whether yon are not-con- 
vinced, that there do not exid men wfx)(er condad has 
uniformly been more exemplary as loyal Aibjeds of thei 
king and zealous fupporters of the government than the 
Englilh catholics? I have fome knowledge of perfons of 
that profeffion in the county to which I belong :• — ^they 
«te perfons as diftiuguiibed for their loyalty and goocf'' 
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tcolidud kt for ihw great opuie&ce; and !• will vcidare ll^ 
tisflert, that the voice.of .the country would join witb me ia 
faying^ that^ as frieods and neighbourfv as lajIdiordB, at 
fathers of families, as pekfon&fiUingiyl the rdafiotak of litst 
there do. net exi<l,|aeii who tiave eftKbti&Bd more jt{ft 
claims to the UQtveifal c|ie#ill of aU minkiiMii , It ia ill 
this chara^ev that the petidttiieiii pirefihit theisfelveht al 
men uodiplainitig of Uvmw deprivatioiiSf sod as havlag 
deier«ttd foy; tiheir tpoiuluft a vtf^ diftsreat Utatmeal: «ii)i| 
my lords^.I have, in tnaking this ibitfeoieiita the fatJifadiota 
of being autfaoriieed to add^ that, while they pray.fot 
pdief, they art willing to accept it» aceoiiipani^ with fuch 
provifionf for the cianiteoance iDf .the dvil and religioua 
ofiabliflimenta of this kitigdoin as may be made, cooiill^ 
•otly with a fir^d adherence^ on their partt to the tai&U 
fttddHlc^^U&e of the Roman cathottc relig^no; abd ^at 
l|iiy armngeoietit^ founded on this bafia of mutual Ma* 
iiAloii 4UMi fecurity, wili meet with tt.elr grattrful concbr^ 
Mooe. Tbia decJm'ation is.eontainedin the febootL pielitiou 
idnch I hafve prcfented to yoot lordihips, and waa 
adopted lately at a meeting in the metropolis*. I am 
]^rfuadi»d you will thiuk that fuch condud entitles their 
petition.ta.an inapartial and favourable r^nfideration; bu| 
I will lay iarther, that it is on the principle fiated in this 
petition alone, atid with a view to an arrangement fucb as 
I have defcribed> that this meafure has my fupport. If I 
do not deceive myfelf, I think there cannot be a mor^ 
fiac^ aifed detemuned friend to the true principles of 
toleratbo, in the fulleft and moft extcnfive.fenfe of^ ttaa 
tvprd^ Uian iJie individual who has the hotiour to addreiif 
,j9Mi( nay, I wtU go farther^ and ftate it to be ^y firm 
faeli^ that not only policy in the general fenfe of tha 
%ord, but :that. the unlnedtate caUa of our own iafe^ 
never more impetioufty.liBqpflttad a. r^oegnitioD of thid^ 
jMBiticipks> by the adopUoiLiQ^ a wife fyAem,. with refpaft 
|p lbs Cbm^^ddcb Aiajrinppa iha affca of vnaO^'m 
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the bonds of a comraoit intereft, all claiTei of his Maj^'y 
Aibje^s, and of producing that real union of affedion^^ 
without which the nominal union of law is intfediaal; 
but with which, we may look uluiilhiayed at all the dan-' 
gers whidi threaten us. lu fpeakiog on this fubjedl, I 
have no hefitation in daelarin^ it as my fettled opinion, 
that no government caadilioharge the dntilis inipofed upon 
it at the prefent criGs ; no govenim«Dt can afford a hopr 
of extricating us from the difBcolttes of the prefent mo- 
ment, and of guiding us with isfety through Uie jiierils^ 
that furround ps, if it does, not without delay, apply af^ 
its faculties to the acxqmpliflimeat of this difficult per^i 
haps and complicated, but great and indffpenfable worlq 
of national conci]iation«-»But in ' flatiug • this matter at 
I have done, I b^g your lardiliips t» be alFured, that I 
s^ver Hiall urge you to grant.ibe relief which is requii^edf. 
without having. a due regard toiyour own fecurities ; that 
I ihall never urge you to take up this fubje^, but on a 
comprehenfive and general view of all the ititereHscos* 
aeded with it*. I am fenfrble, that, in looking at th« 
claims of the catholics, we ought a1ft> to look at thof^ 
lecurities which may be demaiuied for our own' religious 
eitablithiaents ; that we ought to flrengthen^andoonfirm, 
and cohfolidate them; to remove from them all real 
dangers, and above all, ihoie dangers which, under th« 
falfe name of pretended fecurity, are infeparable from any 
fyHem.wbicb contains in it principles of intolerance and 
})erfecutibn. To cosfolidate, and confirray and' itrength^ 
chdfe > eAablifliments by reafonable provifionsr will -be 
always regarded by me as a facred and indifpenfable doty: 
Inxrinaiiitaiiiing the doctrine of religious Uberty in favour 
of. the catholics, I am 'perfuaded I cannot nEiaintaiu it 
on other grounds than thofe gn whibh civirl liberty itfel/ 
is founded* Neither confi^ng in an ahfolute exemption 
from all reftraint whatever, bat in being fubjed to no 
fiftraiat but/uch as the cMunoA ifitered^'«Kid ifae commoa 

fafct/y 
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fa.kly,.nlk)j3My mA tai|)aniat1y conMervtl, m^ appear 
' tcr (»quire. " Keepinf (hU princTpM in view, ne Ihall Awr 
Arij^.cniirfe;and1hewiy.we[iaveto &St is, toconnder, 
witliof Lpoffion, what are Vh^ dangers tvhh nbicli wehave tp 
contend, and tlien to uppjyprovillom to meet the dangers, 
4uid «jiof)t-tl)H'nieariirefl of pi-ecan'tlon that may be nocef- 
fiTy; Limiiiug thefe in llieir application to the nereflity 
of ttje cHle,we 'Iball not '»& jn coijtradi^aii' tp tfae prin- 
jiciples^f tqlerajjon; wliilA aa tbe jcontrary, to Support 
j^cflri.^iun^ 9^11, Any o4icr prjjipiple than this, would be 
io. ad qontrary, to the puiiciples 0/ the gnvemment 
und^r Vih'\<Jh we live,, ati'l inconfiflcnt with tin; mild 
|uid c^(^m»Lle f^iril of .Clirirdanity ill'cif. The parti- 
itHlar.provilioBS .whjich, (or .this purpofc, i,t i^pay be e^f- 
pedient to propofr, U^ is not now time to difcura— it 
. would be p re HI at u re. I Jincirc/i/ rejoice, thot, in fie 
4tel9r^ti<fn Y^kk tiifiji ^W made, the En^lijh cal/iolic£, 
, xUhoui advcriiag to partiwlar mcqfar's, hare con/i/itd 
ihejirffjixs t^ p. geiifirfll^utemtiit. Moi-c f/ian thu jliould 
, nof jip ^f(?yir^rf uf, lhyn..st pnjhit. It Icaws the wliole 
J fubjf drti^^lj W (^ture^co.nriiieratiiin; and, \ hope, the tin(« 
is ii<rt fat diftitht, wheo.we may enter npon it wlUi fuch ,a 
.■difpfl^Jlli^^iUJWllteod to pruduce an arrangement Tiitisfai;- 
fory..^, a!J ^p^rtiot-rpan arriingument, iji the words of llje 
_ Peljdoiji, "on fUe found talis of mutual fatiafaflion anil 
. (eQi^i.ty/' \ have faid, t^at I did not intend to prefs t^e 
ii^bjfi^, furtlier .at prefejiit; that deterijiination is founded 
.jjn,^iQ^^ou(j^d£r<^U()n, that, wliat(;ver diOinAjona there nu^y 
\.hfi l:je|;w:ecii t^c J^iifliOi Wholics ^nd other perfons prp- 
feSi^o .{h^ iiymf i'tli)}i'>ji, in oih.er puluts, no advantage! 
j)erl^u£« can arife fium # fepaj-itte difcuflion. .With regafd 
to olhi;r conji.lerations wjijoh afie.ft this (lueftion, it it opt 
J my^'jjurptjfe iioiy to ironlile your Lonllhips. But the pro- 
ce^tiings even of this day will not, I hope, be ufelefs, I 
liupe, and triill they wi|l produce a temper and difpolition, 
' <^ SLll'lId.et^, Khi(.'h will enable us to decide dilpafiipnat^ly 
"■'"'-  r 2  ' "the 
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J^^f«, •but c(mtem,.|a|(f<9if('wi()i jnattng<. ^ Tfast.thi* 

S'^Hiwg t^<; JBfl^H^^ 9if»mm ^^^tkuKajRemfii^ to ike 

His M|;sw^iiiy iuteariiiQ to f^oi ithtp^^ «! l^oiiy of pe6. 

yk^ iffhnSit'^^ti vndtt (^fTt^&i ofpecu^irTe verity; I 

t|0|i8 n|KMi l&<h'^iifl«, b<K tlhit'tigb^ ftmtittf %e btty^ 
•xercHMt ivhen caiie^, for by i^a imperious i^nd over« 
roUng MCciStyf {t i s d tfr ^f lM>'fMch necc^ity ejti(U (or 
tjbe reUHMoM upon the Rdiilin catholics of England, M 
'^qr<4^ Ibi^TOibiiiitbtit liraTivl^e^ ^tb ^im6 «dH flate 
snoft 4ke|M^il\A(H:elbiy te ghinli atirtf nnhidk juftitVniaft 
wepAam, W^ttm^ pmiiili i» H^h viy mt\ih^itoitx^ 
«ft(teSes^^t^«r0a4^A dtMcH^fe 6f tkirii6#i^;;^^&id| 

.fti^ iwlii|attcMift'«^teityi«li6Hi<idipteiHi|^^^ 

imwonby of >oitr coDftderatioo, and are briifitfj^cf t^itlk''oor 
neglect. Wbe» I tpe^ of tbeir obfcurity, I do not mtu^ 

*fenrtiM^ih«t '[tfte^^nne' ntef ^^p*W^*r*'ttl#^Wtf<'^i^"<^ 

|iot contet|)p1at« a tpore nobte i^nd a^el)$(i|tH|>^iiyAS^^^ 
auaiMEietit 1tt>f^«i^tifl!liQlfe t^t«vtttfil«[i 1H' fhri^({(|^ o/ lita 
' peoi^^ tatmMh^> tDei^iHStii^s'))^ ^ ^>«^1i^^,^f%'^rt^.v4^^ 

|>reMf4 us 5)ie|^ JO tlie ^l«r«^^i«!aW?^ W^' i^^ 

r froa^ 



45 

fijom Ibis tf^mbljr, ¥rlier0 vamytSJlhiolh^y/tm m^lkrhtk 
imathy, are allowed to fit Have tbe^reirer tHMl^||p%;n|p 
•Idt0 which ata exefD^ifed fo fuccetsftdly hf tIMk ini^jjjf^: 
; creep into ptnfion aiid plac<&? Have tiMjr ever aitenfleil: 
to obtain their rights either by ctamoqr or by flmili^ ? Oa 
the contrary, tbeir eondu^l hae proved that ao o(k|r bodjp 
if jiio^aj^Aly entitled to rtfped and lUhairatioa. /^ '^ 

** I wifti the Petttiott to lie ttp9n tba table* that the coa* 
^nts may fink deep into the ^iadi 0f tlu^s llo«fe« attd I 
hope thsX the qoiifideration v/'\\i bri^g a finiEdfacceff to tha 
caufe of virtue and of trutk, .It.ia impoiBble that we £i^ 
for ever bear the fight Qf,<our,owQihjuftLce, Re^bide.lMiil 
pltinvately-yf)e.vail, an^ I pi;e(uiD^ t)iat tb^ <'liiftft O^'^tUi 
l^etilion wiU be Jjanted withal arjftrqg^^" , t^^M . ; n/ 

Jn the yearjr^p^t f Q^mmt>f^4^^^^^^^flf^^ 
[the PfndllM^Ui.yr^^B}^^ 

Clergy and the Aom^).p^4^sP>(^<9[/S'9r«'«kre0x/^.^^ 
^ ^ .<A« M0^eHi!e.VH^ ^^^ <* % R¥lte:§i^Mmg P^t^— 

^0 /Af misery ';, ; ■i;-.-:.:-. • ^'.^)^ 'i-.K 






J. Hae the i{OpfMi>r <;ardii|(|lp(i j>f ^qr.bedj^Df itenvior 

an^ individual af the fWr^Ji of Roai^aSoy ei^dl aatliority» 

^wer,^fifE^itC)»Hi, pr pre^min^jqeJwIuUfoeverj w4thiatbe 

^ , £.. Gai^.ihe gope^ /G»f aafdioab,^ .or.aity. body of mta^ or 

^any indivi^jifj ^f lbe;€buriib of Rome, at^folva or dl^nfe 

wft!^ Ki& iMi(^^^ iu^jeAt from their oath: of allegiance, 
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- 3, istlierij'tmy prlticlpl*' in itie (pneW of I he Catbolfe 
4t'A.ti,' % Whicli CBtfioW!; ure juftified in not keeping faith 
'tti!K1)ft-«tta!, 6t ntliCT ptribns rtifTe ring from them in tett. 
•{t6if*'opitiioii6,'ift'ii«y traiifeftioTijeiAep of a public or 
■« }im-atf nature ?  '' ',.■ •  

Jhfiro&frath tkr A<ifver^-«f tie fiact)*^ Ftiitlly ofBi^Uy <if 

'   Pitri»,ta t^ /iiove Qutriti. ' i '■ 
' After nniiiiro:1uftion,'iircfirtitng to thciifiial forms of thf 
llniverfity, llicy anfwcr tljc Firft Query by (I<'i;larii)g— 
" Neither the pope,' nor tlic caidiniils, nor any body of 
inen, ttyr any oilier pcrfon of 'he cliurch of ItomP, hath 
any CH-it alittiority, 1:1 vjl power, civil jurifdiition, or civj! 
pre-eminence wliBtfoeVer,' in aiiy kingitem;' and, conl^- 
^aently, none in the kingdoinof Enghind, by reafon or 
\irtue of any authority, power, JurifdiAiOn, or pre-emi? 

-nenee by divine inftitution inherent jn, oj gi;snted, or lyr 
'any othfr means belonging to' the pope, or tl^e church of 
Rome. 7ni»(lcflrine llic I'.crecT f&(:4Vy of diyinity ofp'aiia 
h«s always held, and npan every ocealiijn niiiiiitained, and 
\1p9n every occafion Jim n^tlliy proft'^iljfed l!ie contrary 
duflrines from Ije'r'fch(U)^. 

.. ^.iifn-er to the Secftru! QuPi-y. — Vcilher the pope,, nor 
the cardinals,' nor any body of men, nor a'iiy pcribn of tlM 

'diurcli of ll'(:rp.c,"caii, by Tirtnu yf the Kej's, abfolv^ or 

■free thefubjcas6f"Hn.'kiiisof EoMtunA from iLeifr oath of 
allegiance. .   - 

This aiid the Firft Query are fo intimately coqne6ed, that 
the anfwer to the nrft immediately dild'^^tufiilty applies ta 

't|icfetond, &c. * .•'''■■ 

" Anfwer'to thb "third Querj'.— Therfi'lt nO tenet in die 
Catholic c1)urc)i, by which catholfca are lofiift^' in 'riot 
kefepiog faiHi with liefe'tit!, 6r iSoii' wlio difer f^om.ttien 
it) matters of religl*in. The t'^ilcl, tJiJtV Is Iftwful to breat 
faith with heretics, Is fo I'^usfiant t'o'iiommbn hoDiefl^ and 
the opinions of catholic s^^at' IhctviB'OotltiBf.af Vbidi 
- thofc, 
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thofe» wto have d«fandedUfae CaSioiiCfeith againft protet 
taats, hs^e complained aw^ b^4yily, Uian the. rDaIice,«*i<l 
calumny of their adverlkries^UAi^P^^i^g *^=^ ^^^^:^ ^® ^^^t, 
ice, &'c. &C. , . . * 

Given at Paris, in the General Afferably of the Sor- 
* , l>onne,. l^eld on Tburfday the lUh -day before the 

[ ' C^JeWQfMai;cbl789» , 
"■*'''  Signed in due form. 

, . . Jan. 5, 1789*- 

At aJttt^iig pf the: faculty, of. Divipity of th^, Uniyerfity 
...; 3 . ,of I>Qway, &,c. &p. 
Totbe Firft wi<ji-Second Queries^ ^be facrtpd faculty aii- 
fwer&*^TbAt iKij power whatfoever,. ;i^ , civil or temporal 
coracejrnfi^iw^aBgjvea; by the AUnigbty, €itl)er to the pope^ 
ibe -cawimftls, .«r' the cbur^ih l^^felf*. and, ^pnfequetidjr, 
|h^t kiogsftflri foyer^ignsarenQ^j^ia temiH>ra^ concerne^ 
fubjcd,\by;lih«.oc?Jim^q^of Gqd,,.i9 any,e5:d^fwfticit 
ppweP:»vfcatf(|^Mgr ; .iiieitber can-U^eir f^bjp}^ls, by any au- 
thority granted lo the poproriie cjiprcb, from iibqye, b« 
iVe^d froW'lJjfeir -9lifidieuce„.au abfolvpd from thtjir oath .of 

This is tbe4oafine which -the: do<flor>. and p?-ofefibrs of 
diwiaitji.liold.floAieftch^ in qurichook; .and this^ all the 
^ndidates for degrees in divinity maintain in th^ii: pubU<( 
thelfes^ &o«. &o« •&«. 

To the .Tiurd Qjueftibo, tlie.fi^cfed lacnUy ^a^fwers— 
Tliat there is no principle 9f the Catholic f^th,^ by wbieh 
catbolicrareJMCtiiifri in not l^epi^g faith , wii^ 'h€U«tic8| 
w'ho.di^r from ihom in religious opii3lon$« On> tb«tfHm« 
irary; it i»t\x9 iij|animo>us doc^riuiQ .QfAcavM*f**P»'tb*t ihe 
refpeftdtt©;tp jthp ivamf^,Qf<wi lo./ci|lkrtfto witQeifei rn* 
«.<luive«iha^i4be.i>jiUt bq j»vip^ly.li^i^,t<hf(fh53i«fewffr it 
i* pledged, whfitlier iiatholk, iiep(t)tjc>.p5 i|ift4eJ>,&i?*'<&tc*,&a 

Signed and fe^d in due-form. 

f/nivcrfitp 
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tito 4cul^ of divioi^ at Loyaiu, baving hen' re^ 
faefted to gite lier apirioH upon the queftions above 
fiat€4» does it «itk muHnefor^but (^ruck «itb aftf>niih^ 
VWia that fiich f uefiWiiis fliould, at the end of ti|it ei({|^e(i;nth 
ttrnturtp be piofiofed to Any fearoed bodjr> by hibabitatits 
of a kingdom tbai 8k>r|to m the tateott and dIAsenmitnt 
of its oativcf* Tho fimky baiag aflemMed tor Um) above 
poipofey it ia a g i t edb ^^ ^ uoaoimfius ailpat of aft 
^roiecalo aiifwor the Ml aad feoaod queries ablblutely io 
Ike oegatfve. 

The feevlty dofs aot thiak it incumbent upon her i» 
Ass place to enter opoo the proofs of her opinion^ or to 
ftow how it i* fo^ikorted by palTages in the Holy Scrfp*' 
Sntea^or the >vrt^n|pi of annuity. That lias already been 
dene fay Bofibet^ De Marca, the two Barclays^ Goklaihis^ 
the PithieuieSy Arcealrfi^ Widrington, and hisMajefty King 
Jassea the FidI in Us diflertatbna aeainft Bellarmin and 
Btt Penon, and fagr maajr others^ ite* &t. Arc. 

The faculty then proceeds to declare, that the fovereign 
power of the date is in nowife (not even indiraftly as it is 
tinned) ful)})B& to> or depemlent npon^ any other power ; 
fhough it be a fpiritual power^ or even tiiough it be iutti*' 
puted lor etemat fiitvation» &c. kt. 

That no man^nor any aflembly of men, however ecftinentf 
kfc dignity and power, not even the whole body of th^ 
catholic church, though afTembled in general council, ean^ 
ttpOD any ground or pretence whatfoever, weaken the bend 
of union between the foven^gn and the people ; iiHl less 
osn they abfolve or free tlhi fubjeds from thdir oath of 
•Ue^ance^ 

Proceeding to the Third Queftion, the faid faculty of 
divinity (in perfect wonder that fuch a queiUon (hould 
be pfopoM to her) tnoft pofitively and unequivocally 
snfwers-<*That there is not, and that there never has been^ 
among the'wAtholics, o^in tike doctrines of the church of 

Komai 
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ftomfe, aby law or principte'Wliicti xnak^ it IstwfulTof 
catholics to bt^ak their faitW Wifl^'4^€fietici, (iirbthers of a- 
fiitfierent perfuadon from theftiMVes<1telkiiKlterd df rJeligioo, 
either in? publit Or private roncerriis/ ^'v^. r . ' ' ' 

The faculty dedares the^ db6!rine t>f the^catboUcitobey 
thai the d}Vlni^''A«d'0atural law;' wllich'tnak^s it tf^luty to 
keep faith :and]5romilei^y istto^fame'l'ailtl^lsneidierftakeii 
bor diminifhed^ if lbofe,'wi4h tip4l'0mHlye erTgagfeniettytift 
made, hold erroneous opii^tobs'm-iid^ft^fA'Or-religioff,'*^^.' 

Signed in due form, on the isth of Novtfttiber"l?'8'8* 

Untverfiti/ of Alcala^.„^ ^ , . . ^_,-^ 

To the Firft Queftiou it is aiifwerM-«;P!hat» naae^of^the 
perfons mentioned in the prt^poCeiif^^eitidQj eiUibr iddlvt- 
dually, or coUe^vely |n xpuncU fKTaiiibted^.hayjevany right 
in civil matters; but that all civil^pHwer^. juHfiiB<^ion» and 
pre-eminence, are dert^i^d from iBberitan^ev. jelei^lrQii,> the 
confenjt of tlie peopk^ vand other fuoh/ tiftie&.of-rthat 
nature* -^ :^ 'J • * > : . * • 

To the Seqopd: it , is anfwtted, 4n : like manner-r-That 
none of the pe^Kfons above .mentioned v: Ijiave a power tp 
abfQlve the fubje^ of his Britannic «Maj^y from their 
oaths of allegiance. i- , ; ^ •' : < / - 

To the li)^\td iQoeili^n it is ^anfwered — That the do<5lrine 
which would .^eoipt .cathoU)^^ from Ihe . otijigation of 
keeping faith* Pfithheretic?, or.^ith any other perfons who 
diOent from them. in matters of religion, inftead oi being 
an article of cathoHc fai^h^ ie^ entirely rq)ugpant:to its 
tenets. i 

Signed in the ufqalforfn^jMarch 17th lf89. 



Univerjity of Salamanca. 

To the Firft Queftion it is anfwered — ^Tbatneither pope, 
nor cardiualSy nor asiy aflbmbly or individual of the ca- 

Q tholi^ 



x 



50 

tliolic -chuTcb, have, as fuchy any civil authority, povteipj 
•jurifdiction, or pre-eminence, in the kingdom of England. 

To the Second it is anfwered — That neither pope, nor 
cardinals, nor any aflembly or individual of the catholic 
church, can, as fuch, abfolve the fubjects of Great» Bri- 
tain from their oaths of allegiance, or difpenfe with its 
obligations. 

To the Third it is anfwered — That it is no article of ca« 
tholic faith, that catholics are not bound to keep faith 
with heretics, or with perfons, of any other defcriptiont 
ivho diflent from them in matters of religion. 

Signed in the ufual form, March^th 1789. 

Univerfity of Valadolid. 

To the Firft Queftion it is anfwered — ^That neither pope, 
fiardinals, or even a general council, have any civil autho-^ 
rity, power, jurifdiction, or pre-eminence, directly or in- 
directly, in the kingdom of Great Britain ; or over any 
other kingdom or province in which they poflefs no tem- 
poral dominion. 

To the Second it is anfwered — ^That neither pope nor 
cardinals, nor even a general council, can abfolve the fub- 
jects of Great Britain from their paths of allegiance, or 
difpenfe with their obligations. 

To the Third it is anfwered— That the obligation of 
keeping faith is grounded on the law of nature, which 
binds all men eqts«lly, without refpect to* their religious 
opinions ; and with regard t«» cathohcs, jit is dill more 
cogent, as it is confirmed by the prhlcipies of their 
religion. 

Signed in tlie ufual form, February 17th, 1789- 



Magna eft Veritas et prcevalebit 

** I have heard alluQons made this night to dodrines, 
'* which I do hope no man now believes the catholics to 

**> entertain ; 
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M entertain ; nor is there any ground for an opinion tha| 
** the queftion is oppofed under any fuch pretence. Th^ 
^' explanations that have been given on this head, fo far a^ 
" 1 know, are completely fatisfadory, and the queftion bl% 
*( it now (lands, is much more narrowed than it was opot^ 
*♦ any former difc^flion." 
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